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Important Monthly Indicators Bank Clearings for Individual Cities—February 1954 and 1953 


Feb. 
1954 


Feb. 
1953 


(Thousands of Dollars) 
INDUS TRIAL: 


Anthracite Production 
Bituminous Coal Prod. 
Construction Contrects 
Copper Production ret. inet tons)... 
Copper Deliveries ref. (net tons)....- 
ind. Production (FRB)...-.-1947-49=100 
Mig. Employment (BLS dee ee ee 1947-498100 
Mtg. Payrolls (BLS) eee eee ee 1947-498100 
Newsprint Production (net tons)..eee+- 
Newsprint Shipments (net tons).-eseees 
kayon Yarn Detiveries (pounds).-.+++.+# 
Steel ingot Production (net tons)....@ 
Zinc Production (net tons)ececesevvces 
Zinc Shipments (net tons ).--+-- 


(net tons)..«+-# 
inet tons)..+++# 
(Sdecvcceccese® 


2,354 2,365 

29, 430 34,398 
1,221,260 1,021,310 
103,496 101,538 
87,384 117,204 
134.0 
111.0 
149.3 
522,059 
491,818 
71,000 
8,933 
76,899 
71,710 


Feb. 1954 Feb. 1953 Jane 1954 
Bes fehecccccceccese 
Philadelphia.-.ee--. 
Battetecceccoesecese 
Pittsburgheececceee 
Cleveland.cescceees 
Cincinnati.ccccccces 
Baltimore..cecsecee 
Richmond..ceccceees 
Atlent@ccocvccceccece 
New Orleans..esseee 
Memphis... 
Chicago... 
Detroit.. 
St. Louts.. 
Lovisville cee 
Minneapolis...eeees 
Kansas City.. 
Omahe.. 
Denver... 

Dalles. 

Hous tonececvcccccce 
San FranciscoOceecees 
Portland, Ore... 
Seattteccccccccceces 


2,207,497 
4,131,000 
457,453 
1,446,577 
1,759,572 
977,825 
1,141,906 
638,876 
1,197, 700 
668,417 
453,393 


2,167,965 
4,034,000 

453,554 
1,556,501 
1,725,283 

922,887 
1,125,621 


2,432,927 
4,372,000 

496,614 
1,533,298 
1,865,393 
1,072,394 
1,207,118 

692,114 
1,288,600 


*e eevee 66,738 re eeeeeee 


Jaen. 
1953 


Jan. 
1954 


—-@DM—-ON MINOW ABANO—- ON —- —~ AONNON = 


Cement Production (barrels lececeveeeet® 
Cement Shipments (barrels leeseceeeees® 
Cigarette Production lunits).ceeeeeeef 
Coke Production (net tonslesccseseeest® 
Cotton Consumption (bales).«cesescvcves 
Electricity Production (kw-hours)....f 
Lead Production (net tons)..seeeees 
Lead Shipments (net 

Motor Vehicles, Factory Sales 
Pig Iron Production (net tons).. 
Rubber Consumption (long tons)..seesees 
Tires = Production luntts)....-. 
Tices = Shipments (units decserceeecns® 


17,769 18,856 
13,520 
32,608 
6,763 

902,700 
42,656 
47,295 


*enseteeeeee 


WNNNUWUAaAN—-DWUVva a—- -O WO SLOO0O- 04 


1,414,277 
2,122,420 
650, 369 
634,003 


609, 449 
607,449 


+treeeeeliereet_et tetitrteeiere + 


615,367 








549,946 
5,580 
97,747 
6,299 
7,002 


Total 24 
New York. 


Citties..ee 


eovage® 


32,474,981 
40,865,665 


32, 108,096 
33,899, 202 


35,428,961 
42,599,368 








eset et 


Tote! 25 Cities..,.-. 73,340,646 66,007,298 78,028,329 


Dec. 


1953 1952 1953 


Bank Clearings for Individual Cities—2 Months 1954, 1953 and 1952 


(barrels lececcces® 
(barrels )eweeeee@ 
(berrels)...++-# 
(POUNAS lewsceceeevest® 


Gasoline Production 

Petroleum Production 
Petroleum Consumption 
Woo! Consumption 


112,473 
193,378 
215,892 

26,000 


107,877 
205,904 
215,504 

42,100 


108,623 
188,315 
209,599 

32,100 


2 Months 
1954 


2 Months 


_2 Months 
1953 


Change 1952 


OE ee eee a ee ae 
Philadelphia 


4,640,424 
8,503,000 


4,675,361 
8,646,000 

964,527 
3,235,300 
3,712,919 
1,969,022 


4,815,412 
Feb. 
1954 


Feb. 
1953 


Jan. 
19%4 
Pittsburgh 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 
Baltimore. sccoseecs 
Richmond.-.ccccececece 
Atlanta..eee- 

New Orleans...«.- 


Bank 
Bank 
Bank 
Bond 


Debits, Tote! U. S. 

Debits, N. Y. C. (§). 

Debits, Outside N.Y.C. 

Seles N. Y. Stock Ex. 

Bond Sales Am. Stock Ex. 

Bond Sates, Municipal ($).eceeeeeeee et 
Five Lesses (Bbeccccesseses 

Lite Insurance Seles (§)... 

Stock Seles N.Y. Stock Ex. (shares)...# 
Stock Sales Am. Stock Eu. (sheres)...# 


141,933 
56,115 
85,818 
75,856 

2, 490 


129,163 
45,749 
83,413 


154,294 


Chicago..-.-- 
Detroit.... 
St. lLouls... 
Louisvillecccecceces 
Minneapolis. ccecess 
Kansas Cityeccccces 
Omabbcccccocsece 
DSA VEL coccceces 


eer eeee 


8,970 8,760 ore eeee 


Jan. 
1954 


Dec. 
i953 
1,089,900 
836,900 
749,826 
32,574 
12,463 
8,042 
22,857 
21,391 
11,904 
46, 807 


Merchandise Exports Us. Se. ($)eeeeee 
Merchandise imports U. S. (§) 

Railway Earnings, Gross ($)eeceesess 
Railway Earnings, Net Op. Inc. ($)...% 
Sales -—- Retail 

Sales - Wholesale 

Sales - Manutecturing eee ee 
inventories - Retail ($). 
inventories - Wholesale ($)..-cececes 
inventories - Manutacturing (§) ? 
(#) OOO Omitted. tf) OOO,000 Omi tted. 


1,281,600 
922,300 
863,015 

80,069 
13,054 
8,474 
24,006 
20,476 
11,404 
44,691 


1,349,200 
907,700 
815,497 

77,917 
16, 406 
9,180 
23,929 
21,208 
11,695 
46,947 


1,131,615 
2,926,278 
2,520,979 
4,380,009 
1,309, 128 
1,343,112 


Houston... 
San Francisco...e.e. 
Portland, Ores.-ee- 
Seattles.eeeees 


(ir+retprptri+aeoeot me tetette_qo#tt tet pt!ete 


NO-—-—-—-NN &uviO 


oOodOwnw@O-—sNO-OO 


1.249,370 1,286,145 





Total 24 Cities.... 
New York... 


67,903,942 
83,465,033 


69,105,682 
72,981,029 


68,672,944 
73,843 ,692 


t 
coccscseosevese 
Tt 





Total 25 Cittes.... 151,368,975 142,086,711 142,516,636 





Summary of Bank Clearings—-Monthly—1951 to Date 


(Millions otf Dollars) 


Totel 25 United 


1953 


States 
1952 


Cities 
1951 


New York City 
1953 1952 


Total 
1954 


24 Cities 
1953 


Excluding N. Y. C. 


1954 1952 1951 


1951 
76,079 
66,007 
80,149 
76,137 74,160 
12,967 70,656 
19,195 15,856 
77,411 
69,054 
75,071 
77,829 
13,154 
84,948 


75,546 
66,¥%¥ | 


13,416 


77,220 
61,086 
76,725 
69,468 
69,020 
69,835 
66,504 
66, 76% 
64,192 
74,340 
69,108 
76,258 


42,599 
40,866 


39,082 
33,899 
41,689 
39,190 
37,671 
41,717 
39,930 
34,435 
39,003 
39,967 
37,535 
46,171 


39,160 
34,684 
38,783 
39,943 
37,109 
41,023 
41,509 
32,933 
37,032 
41,383 
33,24! 
44,924 


39,923 
30,960 
40,982 
35,905 
35,015 
36,510 
34,184 
33,219 
32,355 
36,989 
34,157 
41,576 


35,429 
32,475 


36,998 
32,108 
38,460 
36,947 
35,295 
37,478 
37,482 
34,619 
36,068 
37,863 
35,619 
38,777 


36,386 
32,287 
34,633 
34,217 
33,547 
34,833 
34,612 
31,879 
35,747 
38,942 
33,621 
39,908 


37,297 
30, 126 
35,743 
33,563 
34,005 
33,325 
32,320 
33,543 
31,837 
37,351 
34,95) 
34,683 


September 
October. 
November.... 
December 











908 , 003 882,335 840,518 470,289 461,724 


431,775 


Summary of Industrial and Commercial Failures—Monthly—1951 to Date 


Failures 


437,714 420,611 408,743 


Number of Liabllities 


1953 


Current 
1954 


{000 Omitted) 
1952 1951 


Total 
1954 


Liabilities 
1953 


{000 
1952 


Omitted) 


1953 1951 


1952 


647 671 


69 | 
739 
693 
697 
817 
}24 
70C 
Ove 
840 
November... B15 
December. 


619 
715 
780 
638 
671 
580 
5904 
539 
631 
590 
583 


$29,592 
47,774 


$23,309 
27,273 
31,082 
27,520 


43,754 


$26, 208 
19,474 
29,232 
29,530 
21,193 
21,222 
22,789 
16,322 
20,138 
35,049 
18,757 
23, 400 


$21,685 


,088 
26,417 
26,643 
29,742 
17,567 
19, 403 





$29,906 
47,909 


$23,760 
27,525 
31,584 
28,152 
33,032 
32,454 
40,334 
30,194 
34,050 
37,298 
36,996 
45,088 


$26,300 
19,624 
29,387 
30,285 
21,209 
21,537 
22,973 
16,672 
20,178 
35,299 
18,859 
23,775 


$21,912 
16,414 
17,652 
18,054 
23,64! 
23,143 
21,532 





8,862 7,611 $394,153 $283,314 §259,547 $400,467 §286,098 §262,82! 
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United States Wholesale Commodity Price index Dun & Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price Index—1!952 to Date 


BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


INDEX OF WHOLESALE COMMODITY PRICES (REVISED!) 1947-49=100 


United States Consumer Price Index (Cost of Living) 
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 


Revised Series: 1947-49 


#holesaie 


prt @€ per p 


Daily Wholesale Price Index 


Yree?, 


United States and Foreign Wholesale Price Index Numbers 
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DUN’S STATISTICAL REVIEW—APRIL 1954 





residential 


jata are ¢ 


England: 
» Mass... 

idgepor?t, Lo 
t sto!, Conn. 
Brockton, Mass 
-ambridge, Maes 
Chelsea, Mass. 
Everett, Mass. 
Fall River, Ma 
Fitchburda, Mas 
reenwich, Con 


» 
ee 


ston 


Herttord, Conn 
HMaverhill, Mas: 
rolyoke, Mass. 
awrence, Mass 
Lowell, Mass.. 
ynn, Masse.-- 
Manchester, N. 
Medtord, Mass... 
New Bedtord, Ma 
New Britain, Co 
New Haven, on 
MasS.- 
Onn. 
Me.. 
G@enc@e, Ke 
MasS.e.--s 
MASS .ee- 
Mas 


Newton, 

Norwalk ° 
Port land, 
rrovi 
0: INC YVs, 
Salem, 

Somerville, 

Springtield, 
2tamtord, Conn. 
Waterbury, 
West Hartt 
Worcester, 


onn 
rc, \ 
Mass 
Total New Engla 
iddie Atlant 
hattan...«. 

hattaneeee 

Nhe wee ee 
IMNRe eee eevee 
OR twRecce 
See sece 
ENGecrccrves 
“]nsereetevevne 
hmond..e«-. 


hmond. “ere 


ompt 


Ma: 


uncer 


and 


le 


~k&e tke ee eH 


BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 ¢ 
February 1954 and 1953 


permi ts 


new none-residentias 


d trom reports 
February 
1954 


$924,840 
305, 425 

c 7 
. 4 

9OC 

c. 

, 14 
c7C 

eo? 
950 
7! 


2 


48% ; 2,03! ; 
i34 : ais Bt des 
innati, Ohi 


Ory 


rksbura, We 
Ohic 


7 


< ~ 











pveland, 


$10,902, 


$5,493 
2,339 
4,68¢ 
364 
2,007 
1,087 





ATIES 











DUNS STATISTICAL 


REVIEW—APRIL 1954 





BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 


February 1954 and 1953 
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Failures by Industrial Groups—Monthly— 1952 to Date 


; Mining Zot Wholesale 
1952 & Mig. Total Trace 


January 143 
February, 
March... 
April.. 
Maye... 
JUN@ee. 
JUCWeeces 
August.. 
Septembe 
October. 
November 
December 


Total Ye 


1953 
January 
Februar 
March... 
April.. 
Ma@y-eces 
JUNE. « 
cs) 
August.. 
Septembe 
Oc tober. 
November 
Vecember. 


Total Ye 


Septembe 
October. 
November 
Decembe 


Total Ye 


Sep 

Uctober 
Novembe 
Decembe 


Total Y 
1953 


January 
Februar 
March.. 
April. 
Mayeces 
~UNE@ eee 
Julyecees 
August... 
September 
October... 
November. 
December 


Total Ye 


vaus?. 
[ep emt 
Oc tober 
No vemt 
Vecemt 


Y 


io te! 
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Failures by Divisions of Industry—February and 2 Months 1954, 1953 and 1952 


NUN 5 t 2 


Allied P 
Leather Pr 
’ % »lass 

& Produ 
tion Equipm 


2 *-* 7 > --* 





YVisceltanee 








Total Wholesaite 
Retail Irades: 


Food & Lia 
General Mer: 
Apparel! & A 
Furniture, 
mber, 61 
tomotive 
sting & Dr 
Urug Ytore: 
Miscellane« 








Total Retail Trad 





nstructions 


seneral Bullding 
Ruitdl ng Sub-Con 


Jther Contractor 





Tota! Construction 
ommercial Servic 


Passenger & Freight 
Miscellaneous Public 
MetelSeccececcncvceces 
leaning, Dyeing & Repa 
Laundrles.cececvses 
Under t@kerscccsccesesce 
Other Personal Services 
Business & Repair Servi 














Total Commercial Servic 

















TOTAL UNITED STATES.... 








NUMBER OF FAILURES BILI TIES iN THOUSANDS OF DOLLAKS 
iH OF FEBRUAKY TWO MONTHS I Jf BRUAR Y TWO MONTHS 
940 P i 1953 I9S¢ ; 1953 ) ie 195% *h 953 
York, 
ago, | 
ladelrs 
roit, M 
Angele 
veland, Ohi 
timore, Md. 
is, Mo. 
ton, Mass. 
tsburgh, 
hington, 
Francis 
wautee,’\ 
talo, WN 
Orlean 
ineapo|! 


nnati 
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United States Failures by States—February and 2 Months 1954, 1953 and 1952 
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Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabilities-—-February and 2 Months 1954 and 1953 


(Liabilities itn thousands of dollars) 
TWO MONTHS {954 TWO MONTHS 1953 


Per urrent Per Current 
Number ent _jia@b. b Lent Liab. 


Failures by Federal Reserve Districts by Divisions of Industry— February 1954 
(Liabilities in thousands otf dollars) 


Wholesale Retail Trade onstruction Commercia! Total 
Trade Service United States 


Current No ‘ No Current No. Current No. Current 
Liab. i Liab. Liab. Liab. 


in 


6 »s te Mee YY 3 6 | 
New York eee - I 63% . Paae, 0,‘ iy 1, 909 
15 


Philadels 


2,243 
13,488 

624 
1,88! 
2,233 
2,100 
6, 466 

388 
1,792 
1,275 
3,423 
11,861 


RO 
~ &O f& WO 


VV 


P@veElONdecsecvece i¢ 8S 


DW aN 


© 


OW —— 
On wm 


47,774 


Dun's Failure Index 
of Failures per 10.000 Enterprises) DEFINITIONS 


~ 


BUSINESS FAILURES include those businesses that 
eased operations tollowing assignment or bankruptcy; 
eased with toss to creditors atter such actions as 

execution, toreclosure, or attachment; voluntarily 
withdrew leaving unpaid obligations; were involved 
in court actions such as receivership, reorganiza- 
tion, or arrangement; or voluntarily compromised 
with creditors out of court. 





CURRENT LIABILITIES, as used in the Failure Re- 
ord, have a special meaning; they include ail ac- 
counts and notes payable and ail obligations, whe- 
ther In secured torm ot not, known to be held by 
banks, officers, attiliated companies, supplying 
companies, or the Government. They do not include 
long-term, publicly=-held obligations. Uttsetting 
assets are not taken into account. 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 











CONSUMER SPENDING STEADY 


Retail sales in early March lagged 
below the year-ago mark as the shifting 


Yj | Easter date resulted in delayed pur- 
Vs Yl chases. After adjustment for the chang- 
Yj yy G ing holiday date, there was only slight 
Yy B13, year-to-year variation in sales. 

] \, Vr A A\ ssN Total retail sales in February were 
\ SOT . VA\S X2) estimated at $11.9 billion. This was 
Y 70) Ko (W7Yisyy 7 3 per cent below the comparable 1953 
17) Yy Yj Asy level and 4 per cent below the January 
Z Media mark. The month-to-month decrease 
was somewhat less than is customary 

at this time of year. 
The lower level of automobile sales 
resulted in the decrease from a year 
ago for the most part. All retail sales 
“on OR awe : with the exception of the automotive 
; group reflected a decrease of 1 per cent 
from the year-ago mark. Automobile 
makers continued to be optimistic and 
some anticipated that dealer sales in 


REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


(1947-1949 = 100) March might match the 1953 level. 


Cheage Comperi- Purchases of other durable goods re- 


Index Change Change —12 mos. 1953 son flected only slight decreases from a year 
Jan from from from with . 


rose. fen. tone Din toms. teense ALS ago and in some instances even rose. 

% %o % i Television volume spurted as the hesi- 
tation in purchasing that had developed 
with the introduction of commercial 
color sets subsided. 

Consumer response to the February 
furniture promotions was generally 
favorable. However, the number of 
merchants reporting moderate sales 
decreases from a year ago was quite 
numerous. 


REGION: A 


United States 130.8 0.2 0.0 


0.4 2.4 
7:7 5-9 
2.6 1.3 
0.9 5-5 
2.6 3.6 
1.7 2.2 
2.9° 2.7 
23 3.0 8.2 
6.6 54 8.5 
2.2 3.9 + 11.1 
0.8 0.2 + 7.0 
1g 0.7 +12.4 
O.5 3.2 5-9 
4.7 1.1 2.5 
6.4 57 3-5 
3.2 2.4 8.2 
0.2 2.1 
3.0 4-5 
5-6 5-4 
1.9 5-5 
33 7-9 
3.2 ¥-5 
2.3 4-9 
5.6 3.8 
1.0 2.6 
1.8 
27 


4-3 


5-9 
3-5 
3-7 
5-7 
8.8 
6.5 
5-7 
25 


. New Engiamd............ 3899 
. New York City.. a 129.8 
. Albany, Utica and Syracuse 130.6 
. Buffalo and Rochester 128.3 
. Northern New Jersey. . 130.2 
. Philadelphia 116.7 
. Pittsburgh 128.8 
. Cleveland | 137.7 


i+) +414 
| ++ 


cn AM & Ww WN ™ 
++t++tt+te+. 


. Cincinnati and Columbus 139.8 


~awnwwtt wm NN VI 


. Indianapolis and Louisville 134.5 
. Chicago 122.4 
. Detroit 128.0 


l+++ 


-_~ 
~- 


Non-durable goods sales almost 
equalled the volume in the preceding 
year. Department store sales reflected 
a moderate increase over a year ago as 
apparel sales were markedly above the 
early 1953 level. In contrast, apparel 
and specialty shops reflected moderate 
decreases from the year-ago mark. 

Food sales held close to the 1953 leve! 
as grocery stores and particularly super- 
markets reflected moderate increases 
from a year ago. Specialty food stores 
did not fare as well in total volume 
although unit volume was virtually 
unchanged. 


. Milwaukee 127.3 
. Minneapolis and St. Paul 117.8 
. lowa and Nebraska 124.0 
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. St. Louis. . 125.2 
. Kansas City i sees ea 124.3 
. Maryland and Virginia . 132.9 
. North and South Carolina 130.2 
20. Atlanta and Birmingham 136.8 
21. Florida as | 149.5 
22. Memphis 119.6 
23. New Orleans 128.0 


L+++4+4+4 


ao | 
. 

oo 

— 


l++Iit+i 


A 


24. Texas Fe 145.4 
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25. Denver , 126.8 
26. Salt Lake City 122.9 
27. Portland an‘l Seattle 121.3 
28. San Francisco 124.9 
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29. Los Angeles .. 135.3 


DUN’'S STATISTICAL REVIEW—APRIL 1954 








